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pornographic writings containing such a li$ of
bestial details and scandals as those enumerated,
apparently with some gusto, in the first edition of
this ecclesiastical worthy's History.

At about the beginning of the eighteenth <?en-
tury the centre of gravity, both social and polit-
ical, became fixed in the great Whig families who
had carried through the Revolution. The So-
ciety of London drawing-rooms then, and there-
after, maintained a vigorous influence both in
politics and in literature. It is from these great
territorial families, whether Whigs or Tories, that
Society ever since has derived its sustenance, its
traditions, and its power.

Such, roughly, is the pedigree and the back-
ground, as London is the meeting place, of Eng-
lish Society for three months in the year. It
would be missing a chief characteristic of Eng-
lish social life not to bear in miad just here,
that it is only for these two, or at most three,
months that Society meets in ^London. The
Englishman may have a house in London, but
his home is always in the country. The best
of them still love the land. It is at the wufitry-
houses, where for the greater part of the year
the English are at home that one sees English
Society in its natural and graceful setting. Even
the clothes of the women are becoming, and